
From the Principal’s desk... 

2018 Wellness School of  Distinction; 2014 Character School of  the Year; 

2010, 2014, 2018 Maryland Green School; 2003 National Blue Ribbon School 

Jones Elementary 
 Mission Statement 

As a community of students, staff 

and parents, we: 

 Promote a positive and safe 

learning environment; 

 Recognize the individual needs 
of each person to achieve his or 

her personal best; and 

 Nurture each individual to be a 

life-long learner. 

Dear Jones Parents and Families, 

January was a month of snuggled reading and dancing! We loved all the 
tweets and Bingo boards that shared the love of reading. Thank you for 
your support in spreading the joy of reading and helping our students to 
become life-long readers!  

Throughout our school days during the month of January, we have been 
focusing on practicing patience. Patience is a vital life skill to calm your 
senses while waiting your turn or to be acknowledged in a moment. During 
the month of February, we will be discussing “Integrity”. This attribute is a 
powerful word that means: honest, honorable, trustworthy, and genuine – 
doing what is right when no one is watching! 

I want to take this precious time to acknowledge and recognize the follow-
ing students who earned the “grand” prize certificate and “game time/free 
play” with the principal (wellness) for earning one or more positive referrals 
for the month of January:  

Friendly reminder that Quarter 2 report cards will be sent home on Monday, 
February 10. Please use this time to talk about your child’s strengths and 
how they can use those strengths to support their areas of need. As you 
discuss the progress reports with your child, please help your child to see 
the connection between their efforts and their grades, not just the grades 
themselves. We want children to see that hard work pays off and that their 
effort is important. Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teach-
er or me if you have questions or concerns.  

Innovator Research/STEM project information has been sent home already! 
All proposals are due this Wednesday, February 5

th
 for approval. As a 

heads up, all projects are optional to complete this school year. Students in 
grades three through five are strongly encouraged to participate, and stu-
dents in first and second grade are certainly welcome to join in the fun! It is 
never too early to begin discussing and exploring topics your child may 
want to investigate. Our Innovator/STEM Expo Night is tentatively sched-
uled for Thursday, March 12.  

February 2020

7 Father/Daughter Dance  6-8 PM 

10 Report Card Distribution 

12 

2-Hour Early Dismissal 

Project Unity Day - Wear Orange! 

PTA Meeting  7 PM 

14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 

17 President’s Day - All Schools closed 

19 3rd Grade Trip to BSO  9:10-11:45 

25 Box Tops Deadline 

25 
SPMS Scheduling/Information Night at 

Severna Park Middle School  6-7 PM 

March 2020 
2 Dr. Seuss Read Across America Day 

4 Hearing and Vision Screening 

8 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

9 Interims Sent Home 

10 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 

School Closed for Students 

11 PTA Meeting  7 PM 

12 Innovators Research Expo (Stem Fair) 

16 Hearing and Vision Make-Ups 

17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

19 Spring Pictures 

20 Aladdin, Jr. Drama Performance  7 PM 

21 
Aladdin, Jr. Drama Performance  2 PM 

and 7 PM 

22 
Aladdin, Jr.  Performance at Stage and 

Screen Studios  2pm 

24 
2-Hour Early Dismissal 

Project Unity Day - Wear Orange! 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

continued →

January 

Kindergarten CeCe P, Liam S, Kate L 

First Damien D, Amanda L, Azucena Z 

Second Ava L, Dylan T, Ariela P 

Third Vesta B, Claire O 

Fourth Ben T, Elle L 

Fifth Megan G, Owen E 



 From the Principal’s desk… 
  continued 

Our wonderful PTA continues with support and fun! The 
second Open Mic Night was amazingly fun and entertain-
ing!! Congratulations to all the performers for sharing 
their talents and passions with us! We look forward to the 
Daughter’s Choice Dance on Friday evening, February 
7

th
. Please check out the calendar for upcoming events! 

Our next PTA meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 12 at 7pm.  

At this time, I would like to welcome three new staff mem-
bers to the Jones school team: Ms. Jodi Woodell (special 
educator), Ms. Kori Harold (lunch/recess monitor), and 
Ms. Jeanne Fury (long-term counselor while Mrs. Dooley 
is out on maternity leave).  

As always, I am very appreciative of all that you do to 
support the teachers, students, staff and entire Jones 
community. You make Jones a very special school com-
munity! Please remember that my door is always open! 

My regards, 

Jim Whisman 

Ways to Contact Jones Elementary 

Community Blackboard: blackboard.aacps.org/ 

       Username: joneselem      Password: foxes 

Jones Website: www.aacps.org/aacps/jones/index.asp 

Jones PTA Website: www.jonespta.com/ 

Twitter: twitter.com/jonesesaacps/ 

ParentCONNECTxp: parentconnect.aacps.org/ 

School Phone Number: 410-222-6565 

For information on setting up a ParentSquare account, 

please contact the PTA. 

Please be aware that in the event of an early dismissal 
due to inclement weather, we will dismiss students ac-
cording to the emergency dismissal plan indicated on 
their Emergency Card Verification Report.  We consider 
an emergency dismissal anything that wasn’t previously 
scheduled on the Board of Education approved calendar. 

At the beginning of each year, you choose your child’s 
Emergency and/or Unexpected Dismissal Plan on the 
Emergency Card, and that is what is followed in these 
types of situations. Buses will run during emergency dis-
missals unless you are notified in the telephone calls, 
emails, texts and/or postings by the Board of Education. If 
your child usually attends SuperKids Place, you know 
that they close when AACPS close and so your child will 
also follow their emergency dismissal plans.   

If you need to verify or change your child’s emergency 
dismissal plan, please contact: 
Mindy Hand, mhand@aacps.org or  
Carol Alderman, calderman@aacps.org 

In February, join us in raising money for 

We are challenging the whole school 
to raise $300 a week. If we’re successful, 

each week a staff member 
will take on their own challenge! 

Severna Park Middle School 
Scheduling & Information Night 

for Fifth Grade Parents 

Tuesday February 25, 2020 
6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Severna Park Middle School 
Cafeteria 

 

Looking for Volunteers! 
Innovators Research Expo 

The STEM Committee is asking for 
volunteers from the community to serve as 
judges for the Innovators Research Expo 

(cannot  be current Jones Parents) 

If you know anyone who might be interested 
please have them contact: 

Courtney Smotherman, csmotherman@aacps.org 

Innovators Research Expo 

blackboard.aacps.org
http://www.aacps.org/aacps/jones/index.asp
http://www.jonespta.com/
twitter.com/jonesesaacps/
parentconnect.aacps.org/
mailto:mhand@aacps.org
mailto:calderman@aacps.org


 

Kindergarten 

We will begin the theme The Power in Our World.  Read-
ing comprehension lessons will focus on summarizing, 
identifying main ideas and details and classifying and cat-
egorizing.  We continue to focus on oral vocabulary, let-
ters, sounds, and high frequency words.  Children will con-
tinue working on writing sentences and adding details to 
their writing.  They will be working on informative writing 
this month.   

Science and Social Studies lessons are integrated 
throughout language arts lessons.  Children will explore 
plants, animals, habitats and weather.  Students will also 
be learning about their role in the world.  Second Step les-
sons will focus on problem solving. 

In Math, we will continue to count, count, and count!  Chil-
dren should be comfortable counting to 81 from any given 
number.  We will also be beginning addition and subtrac-
tion.  Students will be exploring part-part whole relation-
ships and composing and decomposing numbers. 

Thank you for your continued support of all that we do! 

Mrs. Price  pmprice@aacps.org 
Ms. Smith  ebsmith1@aacps.org 
Mrs. Insley  akostelnik-insley@aacps.org 

1st Grade 

First graders continue to be curious about all that is 
around them! After an exciting trip to learn about the world 
by studying customs, traditions, and the culture of many 

places, we will now be thinking about the way we com-
municate. We will learn about how communication has 
changed over the years. Televisions and phones sure are 
different!  In February, our focus will also be on learning 
about how sound is made. We will connect this with our 
senses and how we communicate through sound. There 
are presidents to learn about, also.   

In math, we continue to work on problem solving. We will 
also be working with shapes and our M2 math unit. More 
information will come home as we start that.  Please con-
tinue to practice math facts so they are not forgotten. 

As we write, we will begin to write opinion pieces. We are 
working on adding multiple reasons to support our opin-
ions. 

It is a short month jam packed with learning. We will also 
celebrate friendship on February 14 so begin to think 
about communicating kindness with valentines. A class list 

will come home soon.  We will be planning healthy treats 
since it is heart month and dental month! 

Mrs. Fitzpatrick  klfitzpatrick1@aacps.org 
Ms. Luckhardt  sluckhardt@aacps.org 

2nd Grade 

As we wrap up the second marking period, we look for-
ward to beginning Theme 3: Imagine Changing the 
World…by seeing through the eyes of an Environmental 
Steward. Students will learn what it means to be an envi-
ronmental steward and will also learn about the natural 
habitats in Maryland. 

In math, students will be working to identify attributes of 
shapes and identify shapes by name. Specifically, stu-
dents will recognize triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, 
hexagons and cubes. We will continue to practice solving 
one and two step word problems as well as fluently adding 
and subtracting within 100. 

In reading, we will continue working on various compre-
hension strategies, such as asking and answering ques-
tions about a text, identifying the central message of a 
story and describing how characters respond to major 
events in a story. 

In writing, we will begin our opinion writing unit. Students 
will learn to write a strong introduction that states an opin-
ion while using reasons and details to support their opin-
ion.  

Mrs. Bigelow  sebigelow@aacps.org 

Ms. Ryan  dlryan@aacps.org 

Mrs. Titus  smtitus@aacps.org  

3rd Grade 

In Reading,  our readers will identify and explore the ele-
ments of poetry. They will take a closer look at imagery, 
alliteration, structure, and the central message. They will 
also be enjoying our next Interactive Read Aloud, Mrs. 
Piggle Wiggle. Ask your child about Mrs. Piggle Wiggle’s 
many cures including the “Never-Want-To-Go-To-
Bedders” cure and the “Won’t-Pick-Up-Toys” cure.  

In Math, our mathematicians will continue to build and 
solidify their understanding of multiplication & division. At 
the end of the month we will begin to explore graphing and 
patterns. We are also excited to start our Hands On Equa-
tions unit. All third graders will be solving algebraic equa-
tions using manipulatives and pictorial representations.  

What’s Happening Around the School? 

Your child has made it through the first half of kindergar-
ten! The growth and independence that we see in the 
children each day is amazing and rewarding. Thank you 
for all you do to support their learning and growing.  

As we head into the second half of the school year, 
it is time for all students to be using the car or bus 
loop, unless they are a walker. We appreciate that 
you like walking your child up to the door, but 
please begin using the car loop like other students. 
There is always a teacher on duty and a safety to 
walk them over if needed. This helps to build their 
independence and self-confidence. Please let us 
know if we can help with this transition. 

1st Grade continued 

mailto:klfitzpatrick1@aacps.org
mailto:sluckhardt@aacps.org


 

In science, our scientists will answer the following ques-
tions: 

• How do characteristics cause some organisms to sur-
vive in an environment?

• How are plants, animals, and environments of the past
similar or different from current plants, animals and
environments?

• How do environmental changes affect organisms?

In Social Studies, students will be wrapping up our explo-
ration of culture and moving onto exploring basic econom-
ic choices. Students will grasp a firm understanding of 
goods and services, as well as the role that consumers 
and producers play in our economy. We will close our 
month by looking at natural and human resources, an-
swering the question, What resources are necessary to 
produce goods? 

This month we will be looking for students to show integri-
ty.  Take some time to point out people who are models of 
integrity. 

Ms. Gallena  rgallena@aacps.org 
Mrs. Baker  cnbaker@aacps.org 

4th Grade 

Third quarter begins with goal setting in the classroom for 
both teachers and students!  

In reading, we will focus on strategy groups based on are-
as of need from our recent assessments. New topics of 
explicit comprehension mini-lessons will be on metaphor, 
simile, analysis of characters, mood and complex 
themes. Our focus in writing will be opinion writing. Stu-
dents will learn to organize and then gather evidence to 
express and support an opinion.  We will choose issues 
important to 4th graders! In math, we will add and subtract 
fractions and mixed numbers with like denominators. We 
will also begin a geometry unit with a focus on angles- 
describing plane figures and even measuring using a pro-
tractor! Fun stuff! In social studies, we will learn about the 
War of 1812 and Maryland's important role. In science, the 
entire quarter is focussed on energy. We will focus Febru-
ary on heat energy and electrical energy, having time to 
play with circuits. Students have the option to be working 
on an engineering project or traditional research project 
for the STEM Fair in March. 

4th Grade Reminders: 

• Graded assignments are returned on Mondays and
should come home in Fox Folders.

• Please note your child's weekly computation quiz and
practice at home if they are having difficulty on + - x /

Thanks for your support! 

Miss Baker  mebaker2@aacps.org 
Mrs. LeBlanc  mleblanc@aacps.org 

5th Grade 

February is going to be an exciting and fun-filled 
month!  Information about the Valentine’s Day party will be 
coming home with your student soon! If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s teacher! 

Math: Please continue to practice multiplication facts on a 
routine basis at home. In this unit students will add, sub-
tract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using 
concrete models or drawings and strategies. Students will 
apply their understanding of the meaning of operations 
using whole numbers to decimals. They will be extending 
previous experiences with place value understanding to 
adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing decimals.  

Language Arts: In our novels, anthologies, and poetry 
selections we will determine central ideas or themes of a 
text. We will also analyze how and why individuals, 
events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a 
text. We will begin our poetry unit – studying how a speak-
er’s point of view influences how events in a poem are 
described.  We will also compare two poems as well as 
determine the meaning of figurative language such as 
metaphors and similes.   

Social Studies: Last month we looked at the idea of loyal-
ists and patriots.  We will explore the American Revolu-
tion, both from the context of a war as well as a political 
and social movement. We will be integrating reading and 
writing into our study of the American Revolution. 

Science: This month in science, we will be exploring mat-
ter. Students will learn about how to define matter, matter 
conservation, and different types of matter. We will focus 
on the following questions.  How can we describe matter 
and its properties? How can we describe matter that we 
cannot see with the naked eye?  

Mrs. Fickinger  cfickinger@aacps.org 
Mrs. Thompson  jethompson1@aacps.org 

3rd Grade continued 

Severna Park Middle School 

Scheduling & Information Night 

for Fifth Grade Parents & Students 

Tuesday February 5, 2020 

6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Severna Park Middle School 

Cafeteria 

mailto:cnbaker@aacps.org


 

 4- Fourth graders will focus using the WorldBookOnline 
to answer questions about important African Americans. 
Using key word searching, students will scan text and 
utilize technology search tools. Also, students will have a 
book tasting and sample the new set of Animal books 
purchased with Scholastic Book Fair Dollars. 

5- Fifth graders will complete state and country projects 
using Goggle Slides or Wixie. Later they will be learning 
about important people from the 20

th
 Century. Using our 

new Pebble Go Next Database, groups will create a time-
line of influential people and events. 

Mrs. Rogers  ksrogers@aacps.org 
Mrs. Care  acare@aacps.org 

Music 

Hello Parents, 

February is a great month to have fun making music. 
Young students are using Solfege syllables to read and 
play music while older students are expanding their 
knowledge of rhythm and chords. All students will contin-
ue to read rhythms and practice working together to play 
music in an ensemble. Students in Third, Fourth, and 
Fifth grades will also begin the recorder soon. Chorus 
students will start preparing for the Spring Concert, held 
in May.  

While the weather is cold and wet there are still chances 
to get out of the house and see a performance. The Balti-
more Symphony Orchestra has concerts for young chil-
dren and families https://www.bsomusic.org/education-
community/family-community/#tab-3674, while the Millen-
nium Stage at the Kennedy Center has free concerts eve-
ryday at 6:00 PM https://www.kennedy-center.org/video/
upcoming. You can also broaden the horizons of your 
growing musician by reading books about composers or 
people who enjoy creating music. Happy Music Making! 

Charlene Beyerlein NBCT  cbeyerlein@aacps.org 
General Music Teacher and Chorus Director  

Physical Education 

During the month of February, students will be finishing 
up their unit on dance and moving into flexibility, balance, 
and tumbling.  Our 5th graders completed their ballroom 
dance program and had a very nice recital.   

This month, students will learn different yoga positions 
during our flexibility unit.  During tumbling, we will focus 
on different balance techniques and how to properly 
transfer body weight from one position to another.  During 
the last two weeks of February, students will be participat-
ing in a bowling programs.  During this unit, students will 
learn proper techniques of rolling a ball as well as how to 
score a game of bowling.   

If you have any questions please email me at 
John DeHenzel JDeHenzel@aacps.org 

Art 

Winter is a great month for visiting art museums! Consid-
er venturing to Washington, DC to the Hirschhorn Muse-
um of Modern Art, the National Gallery of Art, and the 
Smithsonian.  In Baltimore, try the American Visionary Art 
Museum, The Walter’s Gallery of Art and The Baltimore 
Museum of Modern Art. Remember to stop at the wel-
come desks and for the children’s guide to explore excit-
ing artworks.  

Students will be connecting to curriculum by: 

K – Asian Sumi-e Painting & Dhurrie Weavings (Living in 
       our World) 

1 – Henna Hands (Sending Messages) 

2 – Creating Castles, inspired by the Disney artist, Mary 
      Blair (Seeing through the Eyes of Others) 

3 – Winter Landscapes, inspired by the artist Bob Ross 
      (Color Challenge) 

4 – Glue Paper Batik of India (Global Perspective) 

5 – Mandala & Zentangles (It’s Puzzling) 

Amy Degenhard adegenhard@aacps.org 

Media 

The Media Center has new bookshelves and a new non-
fiction cart for our primary readers. This furniture was 
purchased with Scholastic Book Fair Dollars and has 
added a nice new feeling to our Graphic Novel area. 

Our media center offers E-Books which can be read and/
or listened to at home.   From the catalog https://
opac.aacps.org choose Jones Elementary from the drop 
down list.  Use the link to E-Books on the left, or do a 
general search and look for "electronic resources".   

Capstone books can be read by using: 
      ID: joneses1  password: school 

TumbleBooks can be read by using: 
      ID: aacpl  password: aacps. 

In February: 

K-2  Students will be reading Black-Eyed Susan These 
books are nominated by media specialists throughout the 
state and represent great picture books that have been 
published in the last year. Lessons revolve around con-
nections to the curriculum and the book/author and 
theme.Students will also use our Pebble Go database to 
learn about important African Americans during Black 
History Month. 

3- Third grade students will be working on research pa-
pers. They have started learning about Harriet Tubman 
and the underground railroad. They will be using 
WorldBookOnline. Using this resource, they will go back 
in time and get a chance to meet the brave runaway 
slave, Harriet Tubman. 

Media continued 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsomusic.org%2Feducation-community%2Ffamily-community%2F%23tab-3674&data=01%7C01%7CMHAND%40AACPS.org%7C0b09f4a3fd104b6251e908d79ea6d180%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=kr%2BTSk
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsomusic.org%2Feducation-community%2Ffamily-community%2F%23tab-3674&data=01%7C01%7CMHAND%40AACPS.org%7C0b09f4a3fd104b6251e908d79ea6d180%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=kr%2BTSk
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kennedy-center.org%2Fvideo%2Fupcoming&data=01%7C01%7CMHAND%40AACPS.org%7C0b09f4a3fd104b6251e908d79ea6d180%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0&sdata=VG9g2KbmtKB06bGIBadQ67NBQKsk3L6wRPGnkw
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    From the Jones Office Staff   

Bus Transportation

Please note students may only ride the bus to which they 

have been assigned. Students may not ride a bus home 

with friends if it’s not the bus they would ordinarily ride. 

Outdoor Recess - Dress Warmly! 

Even when it is quite cold outside we often still go out for 

recess, so always dress children appropriately for school; 

assuming they will be outside for recess. It’s especially 

important to have them bring a hat and mittens or gloves.

Student Absences 

When your child is absent from school, please submit a 

written or emailed absence note which includes your 

child’s full name, grade, teacher, reason for absence 

and parent’s name. Please include the teacher as well as 

Mindy Hand (mhand@aacps.org) and Carol Alderman 

(calderman@aacps.org) in any emails about an absence. 

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders 

If students arrive to school after the second bell rings at 

9:05 am, they must be brought into the office by an adult 

to be signed in to school. 

Whenever you email teachers about  dismissal changes, 

please include both Mindy Hand (mhand@aacps.org) 

and Carol Alderman (calderman@aacps.org) in your 

email. Also, please include the child's first and last name, 

and if you are emailing multiple teachers, please list the 

teacher's name next to each child.  Whenever there is a 

change in dismissal routines, please inform the office by 

2:30 PM or as soon as possible. 

Volunteers 

In order to volunteer or chaperone in any capacity, you 

must 1) watch the volunteer video and submit a Video 

Verification Form, and 2) have an approved background 

check on file with AACPS. Background checks are good 

for two years. To avoid having to resubmit your back-

ground check every two years you can opt to be finger-

printed. This remains valid as long as you have a child 

enrolled in AACPS. Follow the link on Parent Square to 

apply for a background check. Fingerprinting currently 

costs $58.25 and you can call 410-222-5045 to schedule 

an appointment. Overnight field trips and drownproofing 

require volunteers to be fingerprinted.  

Please note that background checks and fingerprinting 

must be completed at least three weeks prior to a sched-

uled field trip or school visit to allow time for processing. 

Health Room 

Sipping, Snacking and Tooth Decay 

Many parents across the country will issue a common 
refrain at dinnertime tonight: ―You’d better eat that--it’s 
good for you! There’s another old favorite in the parental 
arsenal of dietary admonitions: ―Don’t eat that—it’ll rot 
your teeth!  
Now more than ever, kids are faced with a bewildering 
array of food choices -- from fresh produce to sugar-
laden processed convenience meals and snack foods. 
What children eat and when they eat it may affect not 
only their general health but also their oral health. Ameri-
cans are consuming foods and drinks high in sugar and 
starches more often and in larger portions than ever be-
fore. It’s clear that junk foods and drinks gradually have 
replaced nutritious beverages and foods for many people. 
For example, in the U.S., on average, individuals con-
sume approximately 50 gallons of sugary beverages per 
year! Alarmingly, a steady diet of sugary foods and drinks 
can ruin teeth, especially among those who snack 
throughout the day. Common activities may contribute to 
the tendency toward tooth decay. These include ― graz-
ing habitually on foods with minimal nutritional value, and 
frequently sipping on sugary drinks. When sugar is con-
sumed over and over again in large, often hidden 
amounts, the harmful effect on teeth can be dramatic. 
Sugar on teeth provides food for bacteria, which produce 
acid. The acid in turn can eat away the enamel on teeth.  

Reduce your children’s risk of tooth decay: 

• Sugary foods and drinks should be consumed with
meals. Saliva production increases during meals and
helps neutralize acid production and rinse food parti-
cles from the mouth.

• Limit between-meal snacks. If kids crave a snack, of-
fer them nutritious foods.

• If your kids chew gum, make it sugarless – Chewing
sugarless gum after eating can increase saliva flow
and help wash out food and decay-producing acid.

• Monitor beverage consumption – Children should
make healthy beverage choices such water and low-
fat milk.

• Help your children develop good brushing and flossing
habits.

• Schedule regular dental visits.

Happy Children’s Dental Health Month!! 

Casey Banks, RN  Nurse2152@aacps.org 
Jones Elementary School Nurse 
Vickie Koppold, Health2152@aacps.org 



COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
JONES ELEMENTARY
LAURA DOOLEY, NCC  |  LDOOLEY@AACPS.ORG | FEBRUARY 2020 

 JANUARY    
COUNSELING LESSONS 

Anger Management 
(K-3) 

Goal-setting Pt. 2 (3-5) 

Peer Pressure (4-5) 

LESSON SPOTLIGHT: 
ANGER 

POSITIVE REFERRALS 

January theme: PRACTICING 
PATIENCE 

As a school, we practice 
patience all month long, using 
our deep breathing skills to 
demonstrate calm (waiting 
peacefully), acceptance of 
uncomfortable feelings, and 
generosity (giving others space if 
needed and/or giving others 
benefit of the doubt). Look at our 
big yoga study of student names! 

February theme: INSPIRING 
INTEGRITY 

In February, we will be looking for 
students who demonstrate honesty 
(trustworthy and truthful), hono 
(doing the right thing), and 
authenticity (matching what you 
do to what you believe) 

 

 

Give us a blurb about 
a story on page 4. 

Students in grades K-3 
practiced identifying their 
“anger triggers” – the 
events that are likely to set 
them off! They also 
considered what emotion 
lies BENEATH the anger. 
Most often, anger is just 
the emotion that is easier 
to show, and the emotion 
that lies underneath is the 
real answer to the 
problem. We are able to 
use our emotions to help 
us if we can: 

1. Say “STOP” to
yourself

2. Name your feeling
(search to see if
there is anything
besides anger)

3. Use calm down
strategy

4. Problem-solve

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS: ALL FEBRUARY! Each week we 
will be aiming for a school goal of $300.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT’S NIGHT FOR 5th GRADE – 
Feb 2/25, 6-7 pm at Severna Park Middle School 

 UPCOMING MATERNITY LEAVE: Due to a happy change in events, I’ll be out for 12 (instead of 6) weeks starting
around 2/1, and due back first thing in May. Mrs. Jeanne Fury (bfury@aacps.org) is a retired counselor from
Queen’s Anne County who will be filling my place while I’m gone and providing all counseling services.



PARENT NIGHT
Who: Incoming 6th Graders

When: Tuesday, February 25th @ 6-7pm

(Current Oak Hill , Shipley, & Jones students)

Thursday, February 27th @ 6-7pm

(Current SPES, Folger, & Benfield students)

Where: Severna Park MS @ 450 Jumpers Hole Road

M R .  K E L L Y  ( P R I N C I P A L )  W I L L  P R E S E N T :

6 T H  G R A D E  C O U R S E  O F F E R I N G S  F O R

P A R E N T S

S C H O O L  C O U N S E L O R S  W I L L :

D O  T E A M  B U I L D I N G  W I T H  S T U D E N T S  I N

T H E  G Y M

G I V E  S T U D E N T S  A  T O U R  O F  T H E

B U I L D I N G

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R  T H E

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  S C H O O L  Y E A R
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